
Expression of interest for the role of N-QI-CAN Chair 
 

I am expressing an interest in standing for the role of N-QI-CAN Chair. My background is within 
nursing where many years of working on the frontline has given me a valuable insight into what 
matters most for both patients and staff. More recently being re-deployed back to the frontline to 
support covid-19 pressures.  
 

I initially moved into the world of Clinical Audit to cover a maternity leave in the role of Trust Audit 
Lead for Nursing. This was following undertaking the PGCert in Clinical Audit & Effectiveness at 
Sheffield Hallam University. Little did I know then that nineteen years later I would still be working in 
this new world having; 

 Been a tutor for the post grad certificate in Clinical Audit and Effectiveness in Health & Social 
Care (Sheffield Hallam) 

 Developed and delivered a nationally funded ‘Train The Trainers In Clinical Audit Course’ 

 Been a member of the Core Advisory Group – setting standards to quality assure audit 
learning and development programmes commissioned by HQIP 

 Supported my own team to develop a suite of National Guidance for HQIP, including revising 
the local Simple Rules Toolkit into a national document now more widely known as A Guide 
To Differentiating Between Research, Clinical Audit And Service Review. 

 Taken on the role of Deputy Chair and then Chair of the Yorkshire & Humber Effectiveness 
and Audit Regional Network (YEARN) 

 Been the YEARN Regional Representative at N-QI-CAN 

 Shared more widely at various conferences and meetings; 

 Risk Assessing Clinical Audit Outcomes 

 Developing Effective Improvement Action Plans As A Result Of Clinical Audit 

 Currently undertaking a Clinical Audit refresh of the framework at STHFT to further ensure 
that outcomes are evident, timely and of a priority to both patients and the organisation. 
Strengthening Clinical Audit for improvement within the Patient Safety agenda. 

Having undertaken the role of Chair of YEARN for four years and attended N-QI-CAN alongside, I’ve 
gained valuable experience at a local, regional and national level.  This has provided opportunities to 
share and learn about best practice ideas and developments and then to encourage and motivate 
others to nurture and culture the right environments to promote improvement.  

I strongly believe that the experience gained through my own role at STHFT, time as the Chair of 
YEARN and my membership of N-QI-CAN will enable me with the support of the members and wider 
community to lead a National Network for Quality Improvement to deliver on the agreed Forward 
Plan. Making a real difference to patient care and services.   

Many thanks for considering my expression of interest for the role of Chair – N-QI-CAN. 

Best wishes, 

Victoria Patel 

Victoria Patel MSc PGCE BSC RGN 
Deputy Clinical Effectiveness & Patient Experience Manager 
Clinical Effectiveness Unit 
Sheffield Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust 
   
Yorkshire and Humber Effectiveness and Audit Regional Network (YEARN)  - Chair 
National Quality Improvement (incl) Clinical Audit Network (NQICAN) - Member 


